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Learner Engagement Matters - Interview with Kathryn Davidson 
 

What is your role within Oxfordshire County Council? 
Senior Educational Psychologist for the North of Oxfordshire and ELSA (Emotional 
Literacy Support Assistant) lead. 
 
In your opinion, what are the main challenges you and your team face when it comes to 
learner engagement in Oxfordshire? 
Helping young people to gain the most from their educational opportunities is pretty much 
the driving force behind our service. There are so many pressures for young people today 
from a range of sources. EPs work with schools to promote well-being at every level, 
developing a holistic approach towards each young person to help them to thrive in a 
constantly changing world. One of the challenges I would love to resolve would be to find a 
way to provide more support for young people at an earlier stage, working with staff and 
carers to identify possible solutions quickly. I particularly enjoy working with schools at a 
systemic level, looking at practices and interventions that will benefit all young people in 
the school or setting – helping them to build a sense of their own self-efficacy and 
developing resilience to be able to manage, and support those close to them, through life’s 
ups and downs. 
 
What are you and your team doing to overcome these potential barriers for learners across the 
county? 
The EP Service supports schools and young people to maximize learner engagement and achieve 
positive outcomes in a range of ways - we have different approaches that can be tailored to the 
needs of each school. Personally, I manage the ELSA initiative in Oxfordshire. Emotional Literacy 
Support Assistants (ELSAs) are skilled in designing and delivering interventions that develop young 
people’s social and emotional skills, equipping them to deal better with the challenges they face. As 
EPs we have the privilege of providing support and supervision for the highly skilled and dedicated 
ELSAs throughout the county. It is very rewarding to see first-hand the positive difference that they 
make.  
 
This year I have also been leading on an initiative to design whole school materials to promote well-
being. As a team of EPs and schools we have brought together the latest research and guidance in 
this area to create user-friendly tools that schools can use to audit their current provision and 
develop an effective, graduated provision map to meet the needs of all young people with SEMH 
difficulties. 
  
In your experience, what has the biggest impact on maximising learner engagement and why? 
In my experience, young people are supported best when the adults around them unite to 
work as an effective team, believing in them and bringing together our collective strengths 
and knowledge to seek solutions to the unique situation. Team work involves ensuring that 
the pupil voice is promoted and that families feel supported and included every step of the 
way.  It also ensures that each aspect of the situation is given sufficient consideration, 
including the key areas of establishing positive relationships and ensuring a sense of 
belonging.  
 
All young people are unique; and each situation is complex and likely to need a besp oke 
approach. As EPs we look at the whole situation and apply psychology to seek to achieve best 
outcomes for young people through a joint problem-solving model. We are very fortunate to 
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work with dedicated colleagues in schools to be able to find solutions.   We believe that 
through a positive school ethos, effective early identification of difficulties and appropriate 
support using a graduated approach as well as maintaining high expectations for all young 
people, regardless of their circumstances or special needs, we can find creative ways to 
overcome a wide range of barriers and help all young people to thrive and succeed.  

 

 

‘We All Matter’ editor 
 
The Lead for Learner Engagement is available to support schools, other providers and parents as 
they work with children and young people to achieve better outcomes; demonstrated through 
improved well-being, behaviours and school attendance.  This involves celebrating diversity, 
promoting respectful relationships, sharing quality inclusive practice and working restoratively with 
families, schools and associated services to better understand and remove barriers to learner 
engagement in Oxfordshire. 
 
If you have good practice to share and/or would like to feature in a future edition of ‘We All 
Matter’, email clare.pike@oxfordshire.gov.uk (Lead for Learner Engagement) 
 

 
 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Matters 
 

Making the Grade: How Education Shapes Young People’s Mental Health 
 
Click here to preview the recent report published by the Children and Young People’s 
Mental Health Coalition and Centre for Mental Health.   

 

Young Minds Wellbeing Advent Calendar  
 
The lead up to Christmas is a fun and exciting time, but for some pupils it can be a very difficult 
time; leaving them feeling anxious, lonely or stressed. Young Minds has created a Wellbeing Advent 
Calendar to encourage young people to spend 5 minutes a day during December looking after their 
mental health.  You can download the advent calendar by clicking here. 

  
 

Digital Safeguarding 
 

Safer Internet Day – Tuesday 11th February 2020 

 
The theme for Safer Internet Day 2020 is 'together for a better internet'.  Resources can be 
downloaded by click on this link: https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2020  

    

Do you work with children and young people with SEND? 

 
CEOP (ThinkUKnow - the educational arm of CEOP) are developing new resources and would like to 
hear your thoughts in the form of a short survey (10-15 mins).  Click here to complete the survey.  

 

mailto:clare.pike@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:clare.pike@oxfordshire.gov.uk
Click%20here%20for%20a%20list%20of%20key%20calendar%20events%20that%20raise%20awareness,%20promote%20respect/tolerance%20and%20celebrate%20diversity.
Click%20here%20for%20a%20list%20of%20key%20calendar%20events%20that%20raise%20awareness,%20promote%20respect/tolerance%20and%20celebrate%20diversity.
https://youngminds.org.uk/media/3393/wellbeing-advent-calendar-2019.pdf
https://youngminds.org.uk/media/3393/wellbeing-advent-calendar-2019.pdf
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2020
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2020
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/thinkuknowSEND
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/thinkuknowSEND
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Parent and Carer Online Toolkit (Childnet) 

 
The new non-statutory guidance published in the summer, Teaching Online Safety (2019, DfE), 
recommends that schools 'Proactively [engage] staff, pupils and parents/carers in school activities 
that promote the agreed principles of online safety' (see paragraph 42). 
 
Childnet have updated their parent and carer toolkit that will help parents have conversations 
about online safety. To view or download Childnet’s Parent and Carer Toolkit, click here. 

 
 

Anti-Bullying  
 

Bullying Prevention Work 
 
Anti-Bullying Week only punctuates our collective work to prevent and tackle bullying in schools 
and workplaces.  It’s important to remember that unacceptable behaviour will always be 
unacceptable behaviour whether it happens once or on more than one occasion.  Early and 
appropriate intervention can prevent bullying from becoming a problem in your setting.  The 
culture of a school and workplace is the result of everyday actions - the behaviour you walk past is 
the behaviour you accept.  Change starts with us. 
 

 
Southwold Primary School’s ‘Kindness Catchers’ 

 

What are you doing in your school to make a change?  Please share your pictures from Anti-
Bullying Week 2019 and ‘Odd Socks Day’ by emailing clare.pike@oxfordshire.gov.uk or Tweeting 
@OCC_Be_Kind     

 

 
 
 

NEW DfE Guidance 
 
 

Character Education: Framework Guidance (November 2019) 
 
If you haven’t yet seen the new guidance to schools on Character Education from the Department 
for Education, you can preview or download it here. 

 

http://briefing.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/lt.php?s=25ca304569aceac34dad858028bf8d28&i=81A108A5A809
http://briefing.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/lt.php?s=25ca304569aceac34dad858028bf8d28&i=81A108A5A809
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/parent-and-carer-toolkit
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/parent-and-carer-toolkit
mailto:clare.pike@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:clare.pike@oxfordshire.gov.uk
https://twitter.com/OCC_Be_Kind
https://twitter.com/OCC_Be_Kind
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/844612/Character_education_framework_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/844612/Character_education_framework_guidance.pdf
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Relationships, Sex and Health Education: Guides for Schools (updated Nov 2019) 
 
The Department for Education have launched guidance for parents of primary and secondary age 
pupils that schools can use to communicate with them about teaching relationships and health 
education.  To preview and download the guidance, click here. 

 
 

Celebrating Diversity : Visibility Matters 
 

LGBT+ Conference 2020 on Monday 3rd February – BOOK NOW! 
 
The Learner Engagement Team are proud to announce a specialist conference to support all 
practitioners working in educational settings in meeting the needs of LGBT+, non-binary and 
gender questioning children, young people and families.   
 
The conference will take place on Monday 3rd February (to launch LGBT History Month) at Unipart 
House, 9am to 3pm.  
 
For more information and to book onto this upcoming event, click here. 

 

NEW Stonewall Guide to Creating an LGBT-inclusive Primary Curriculum 
 
Produced in conjunction with the Government Equalities Office and Pearson, this new resource 
offers primary schools practical support and ideas to include issues around LGBT people and 
families into their lessons and will help them to create learning environments where every pupil 
feels accepted.  Each of the 13 subject areas (including PSHE) includes activities for the EYFS, Key 
Stage 1, and Key Stage 2, as well as offering adaptations that can be made for SEND pupils. 
  
Click here to view and download the guide. 

 

Trans Inclusion Toolkit 
 
Please note that the enhanced Trans Inclusion Toolkit for schools and educational settings is now 
live on the OSCB website.  The Trans Inclusion Toolkit is specialist guidance for schools and other 
educational settings in best supporting trans, non-binary and gender questioning children and 
young people.  Please can you share with your teams and networks.   

  

Meeting the needs of Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) children and 
young people 
 
If you have any good practice to share or have any links to resources that might benefit colleagues 
who are seeking guidance to better meet the needs of BAME children and young people, please 
email the Lead for Learner Engagement on clare.pike@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-sex-and-health-education-guides-for-schools?utm_source=10db4d72-2d8f-4cba-81a0-6dd0f232bf09&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/relationships-sex-and-health-education-guides-for-schools?utm_source=10db4d72-2d8f-4cba-81a0-6dd0f232bf09&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
https://oxfordshireschoolscpd.org.uk/courses/bookings/c_detail.asp?cid=11854&iscancelled=0&curpage=&keyword=&ds=1&unconfirmed=&cs=&subid=&ccid=&cscid=&search_theme=&keystage=&sdate=&searchcode=&asearch=&tutid=&estid=&sday=&smonth=&syear=&targetid=&cal=1&calday=3&calmonth=2&calyear=2020&caldate=&submonth=&subyear=&list=&palist=&frompage=&a=&b=&c=&d=&s_leaid=&searchpostcode=
https://oxfordshireschoolscpd.org.uk/courses/bookings/c_detail.asp?cid=11854&iscancelled=0&curpage=&keyword=&ds=1&unconfirmed=&cs=&subid=&ccid=&cscid=&search_theme=&keystage=&sdate=&searchcode=&asearch=&tutid=&estid=&sday=&smonth=&syear=&targetid=&cal=1&calday=3&calmonth=2&calyear=2020&caldate=&submonth=&subyear=&list=&palist=&frompage=&a=&b=&c=&d=&s_leaid=&searchpostcode=
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/antibullying/Stonewall-CreatinganLGBTinclusiveprimarycurriculum.pdf
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/antibullying/Stonewall-CreatinganLGBTinclusiveprimarycurriculum.pdf
https://www.oscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Trans-Inclusion-Toolkit-for-Schools-and-Education-Settings-Oxfordshire-2019-FINAL.pdf
https://www.oscb.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Trans-Inclusion-Toolkit-for-Schools-and-Education-Settings-Oxfordshire-2019-FINAL.pdf
mailto:clare.pike@oxfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:clare.pike@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Awareness Days / Weeks / Month 2019/2020 
 
Click here for a link to ‘We All Matter’ (Edition 3) where you will find a list of key calendar 
events that raise awareness, promote respect /tolerance and celebrate diversity on pp.10-
11. 

 
 

Upcoming training 
 

Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education, and Health Education 
 
The below course will be running for primary and secondary school colleagues in January:  
 

 Relationship Education, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education – Are 
you ready? 

 

Only 4 places have been booked out of the 40 available for the secondary workshop on Tuesday 
28th January.  Please spread the word and encourage interested colleagues to sign-up to this. 
 
To book a place on the primary or secondary workshop, click here.  

   

FREE Training in Restorative Practice for Schools 
 
Free training in Restorative Practice, commission by Oxfordshire County Council, continues into the 
New Year.  To avoid missing out on this specialist training which will take place at Unipart House, 
click here to secure your booking.  

 

 
 

Safeguarding and reporting concerns 
 

When there is ‘reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant 
harm’ a bullying incident should be addressed as a child protection concern under the Children Act 
1989. 
 
If you have an immediate welfare concern for a child or young person, contact Oxfordshire’s 
Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) on 0345 050 7666.  For more information on MASH or to 
make an online referral, go to: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/information-
providers/multi-agency-safeguarding-hub  
 
Where there is not an immediate safeguarding concern and where there is no consent from the 
family, contact your local LCSS team for a No Names Consultation, contact your local LCSS team.  
Click here for contact details. 
 
For more detailed information on what to do if you have 
concerns for a child or young person, click on the OSCB logo. 

  

   

https://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/antibullying/resources/WAM3.pdf
https://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/sites/schools/files/folders/folders/documents/antibullying/resources/WAM3.pdf
https://oxfordshireschoolscpd.org.uk/courses/bookings/default.asp?ds=1&keyword=relationships%20education
https://oxfordshireschoolscpd.org.uk/courses/bookings/default.asp?ds=1&keyword=relationships%20education
https://training.oscb.org.uk/
https://training.oscb.org.uk/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/information-providers/multi-agency-safeguarding-hub
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/information-providers/multi-agency-safeguarding-hub
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/information-providers/multi-agency-safeguarding-hub
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/business/information-providers/multi-agency-safeguarding-hub
http://www.oscb.org.uk/practitioners-volunteers/locality-and-community-support-service-early-help/
http://www.oscb.org.uk/practitioners-volunteers/locality-and-community-support-service-early-help/
http://www.oscb.org.uk/practitioners-volunteers/locality-and-community-support-service-early-help/
https://www.oscb.org.uk/concerned-about-a-child/
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Keeping in touch and useful links 
 

Receive regular updates 
 
If you would like to receive regular updates from the Lead for Learner Engagement (e.g. latest DfE 
guidance, news and resource links), follow @OCC_Be_Kind on Twitter.   
 

Online resources 
 
You can access anti-bullying school resources via the following link(s):  
https://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/anti-bullying 

 

 
 

https://twitter.com/OCC_Be_Kind
https://twitter.com/OCC_Be_Kind
https://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/anti-bullying
https://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/anti-bullying

